
Goderich in a south east direction through 
Stratford before eventually ending near 
Hamilton. Our first stop in the morning 
as we approached Clinton was a minute 
down a side road to Maelström Winery. 
I was driving and it was a little too early 
for wine tasting or so I thought. Lisa didn’t 
mind at all and we went home with a fine 
Marquette. This is a newer, family run 
artisanal winery in an unexpected region, 
but it’s coming along very well, with an 
outdoor pavilion now available and many 
more plans to expand.

Our next stop was the Made in Huron 
Shop in Clinton, and it would be the first of 
a few crafters’ markets we would end up 
in on this day. With any crafters’ market, 
you’re going to find an assortment or a 
variety of items by different artisans, so 
it’s a bit like Forrest Gump—you never 
know what you’re going to get. This store 
is obviously very well established. It was 
full with wares from different vendors and 
there were countless interesting gifts and 
ideas.

Our next stop along Hwy. #8 was the 
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THE BENMILLER INN 
This overnight daytrip coincided 

with our wedding anniversary and we 
made our way to the Benmiller Inn, a 
favourite of ours throughout the years. 
Benmiller is tucked in between the hills 
east of Goderich and is on the banks of 
the Maitland River, and you can’t miss 
the Benmiller Inn as its several buildings 
consume a good portion of this hamlet. 
We stayed in a deluxe suite at one of the 
buildings known as the Gledhill House. 
It featured a large bedroom with a king 
size bed, bathroom that included a 
sauna, and spacious main room that was 
well furnished and even had a balcony 
overlooking Sharpe’s creek. After getting 
settled into the room we headed right 
back out and walked up the road and into 
the Falls Reserve Conservation Area to 
take a refreshing spring hike in the woods 
and along the Maitland. With all the rain 
we’ve had this spring, the water was as 
high as I’ve ever seen it. Upon our return 
we changed into our bathing suits and 
walked across the road to another of the 
Benmiller buildings where there’s a large 
swimming pool, hot tub and outdoor 
balcony overlooking the river. It was mid-
week. It seemed that we had the place 
all to ourselves and we sat on the deck 
watching a beaver swim back-and-forth 
in between our own swimming sessions. 
Paradise! This isn’t even the main 
Benmiller property—that’s a short walk 
up the road where there are more rooms, 
conference facilities, and a renowned 
restaurant. Our breakfast in the morning 

was fantastic and they pride themselves 
on using local ingredients. For dinner 
before we arrived, however, we splurged 
a bit and went to another renowned 
restaurant in this region.

EDDINGTONS OF EXETER
We had heard great things about 

Eddingtons for years and had always 
wanted to go—now was our chance. It’s 
in an 1870’s home, which was probably 
a farm house at one time, but the town 
has grown around it. You know you’re in 
good hands when the local food suppliers 
are listed in the menu, and we recognized 
a few of them from Daytripping and from 
our travels. The chef, James Eddington, 
obviously takes great pride in utilizing 
and promoting all the great food that is 
grown right in Huron County. What we 
didn’t know was that they even have their 
own farm, and an apiary at the restaurant. 
There’s also an outdoor patio but it was 
too early in the spring. James Eddington 
also hosts culinary tours in France and 
Italy. Dinner was beautiful and for dessert 
we popped into Gregarious Cravings, 
also in Exeter, for some of the best butter 
tarts you’ll find. It’s also a great stop for 
home decor and unique finds from local 
artisans. 

We also stopped into the magnificent 
Cowbell Brewing Co. in Blyth, again, 
since it’s so close to Benmiller. Shockingly, 
Lisa found a suitable anniversary gift that 
she knew I would enjoy.  

ALONG HWY. #8
Hwy. #8, which in these parts is a 

very relaxing country road, runs from 
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town of Seaforth where we discovered 
Primitive Creek, a store filled to the 
brim with beautiful gifts, all displayed 
incredibly well. Some people are just 
better at decorating than others and this 
is a perfect example. Lisa also stopped 
across the road at Cotton Harvest 
Quilt Shop while I strolled this small 
town’s main street and popped into 
Paget’s Place Antiques. Further along 
in the town of Dublin, we found another 
incredibly stocked store called the Dublin 
Mercantile. It was amazing. You could get 
lost in all the rooms in this unassuming 
building in a small Ontario town. This 
is what Daytripping is all about. We 
stumbled upon still another shop in 
Mitchell, called Jillian’s, also beautifully 
decorated and with a cornucopia of home 
decor ideas. We were surprised and very 
impressed with this row of small towns 
and incredible stores along Hwy. #8.

THE STONETOWN - ST. 
MARYS

At that point we used the 
GPS on Lisa’s phone to set 
a route along the country 
roads to St. Marys, called the 
Stonetown because of all the 
gorgeous buildings that were 
built with limestone from a 
local quarry. It really is one of the 
prettiest towns in Canada and just 
walking along the main street was 
a pleasure, but we also made many 
stops here.

We used to carry a small cooler with 
us everywhere we went and eventually I 
started bringing a large cooler with those 
inexpensive ice packs—this turned out to 
be a day that the large cooler was needed.

Our first stop was at Aunt Millie’s 
Kitchen where the owner specializes in 
soups, so you could buy ready to make 
soup mixes as well as a number of gifts, 
but she also had pre-made frozen soups. 
The cooler came in handy here. Another 
stop later in the day was at McCully’s Hill 
Farm, where we just happened to show 
up on the day that they were making 
chicken pot pie. A couple family-size pies 
as well as a few other items went in the 
handy dandy cooler.

Back on the main street we were in 
and out of a number of shops. The cooler 

came in extra handy after our visit to 
the exquisite Chocolate Factory, one of 
the finest chocolate shops we’ve found 
anywhere. Right next-door, if I remember 
correctly, was Village Craft & Candle 
where they have a large selection of their 
own scents, amongst numerous other 
ideas. Eclectic Treasure was exactly 
that—room upon room, row after row, two 
floors filled to the brim with everything 
imaginable. It’s like a giant indoor yard 
sale. Little Falls Artisan Crafters’ Market 
was similar to the Made in Huron Shop, 
with wares from numerous vendors. 
We were also in Roancroft, O’Grady’s 
Clothing, Kalidoscope of Quilts, and 
Jacob’s Liquidation—basically all the 
shops we found in the Daytripper. 
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This is a town we’d like to spend more 
time in, to visit the Canadian Baseball 
Hall of Fame, the St. Marys Museum, walk 
along the 5 kilometre Grand Trunk Trail 
and swim in the rock quarry which has 
become the town’s swimming pool. That 
adventure is on my bucket list. Years ago 
we canoed in the North Thames River 
from the dam in downtown St. Mary’s to 

the dam at Fanshawe Park in London. It 
was a shallow start but turned out to be 
one of the prettier canoe routes we’ve 
been on. With the water level so high, this 
could be a good year to take that trip.

Another wonderful daytrip is in the 
books and we wouldn’t change a thing 
with this one, just wish we could have 
stayed even longer and in St. Marys for an 

extra night. We also need to get back to 
both Blyth and Exeter and explore them 
some more. There’s always a next time.

Publisher’s note: Thanks again Dave 
and Lisa. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
encourage more readers to take your lead 
and send us articles about the trips they use 
the Daytripper to go on. Our contributors 
do get paid a bit, maybe even enough to pay 
for the gas. Don’t worry about stepping on 
Dave and Lisa’s toes—we have lots of pages 
to fill and we’d love to hear from you. 

Past tours by Dave & Lisa can be found 
on our website www.daytripping.ca under 
Great Reads.
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